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NOTES ON BOOKS.
Eurzer Abriss der Perkussion und Auscultation. Von Dr.

HEBMANN VqBRORDT, Extraordinary Professor of Medicine in the
Universityof Tuiibingen. DritteverbesserteAuflage. (Tuibingen,Fues,
1890, pp. 65.)-This well-known short sketch of percussion and
auscultation by Professor Vierordt has proved its utility by reach-
ing the third edition-an improved one. This little work might
be called a syllabus or synopsis of the subjects on which it treats.
The different explanations of each phenomenon according to dif-
ferent authorities are given in an extremely condensed form; then
the pathological alterations of each normal sound or impulse;
lastly, the appropriate morbid sounds are given under different
morbid conditions-that is, the alterations caused by each disease
are enumerated. Diagnostic distinctions are made prominent, and
the extreme brevity of the author is an agreeable contrast to the
occasional prolixity of German writers. The work is more than a
mere "cram," short as it is, and the author's meaning is perfectly
clear, with one exception, namely, on p. 43, where six normal
heart sounds are given, while on page 45 the number has in-
creased to eight, with, perhaps, scarcely sufficient explanation of
this alteration.

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SURGERY, DrETETICS, AND THE

ALLrED SCIENCES.

EYE-DROP FL&SK.
WE have received from Messrs. Reynolds and Branson a convenient
form of flask for applying drops to the eye. It is provided with a
drop-tube running through the cork, and appears to be a con-
venient shape, and to be strongly made. Owing to the shape of
such drop bottles and their small size there has generally been a
difficulty in getting labels to adhere; this has been overcome by
having the raised letters enamelled on the body of the flask.

COCA-BYNIN.
MEssRs. ALLEN AND HANBURYS, Plough Court, Lombard Street,
E.C., have introduced, under the name of coca-bynin, a combina-
tion of their fluid extract of malt (bynin) with extract of coca
leaves. This preparation is very palatable, and mixes readily with
water. It may be used for the preparation of coca wine, and has
the advantage of enabling patients to take the wine to which they
are accustomed. The result of our examination shows that coca-
bynin is possessed of considerable diastasic power, and that the
extract of coca is an active one.

GRANULAR EFFERVESCENT PREPARATIONS.
CARBONATE of iron is one of the most valuable of the ferruginous
compounds on account of the facility with which it dissolves in
the fluids of the stomach and becomes absorbed. However care-
fully the carbonate may be prepared, it is impossible to prevent its
oxidation and conversion into the insoluble peroxide. The use of
sugar, as in ferri carbonas saccharata, and of Blaud's pills, does not
entirely arrest change. The effervescing carbonate of iron re-
ceived from Messrs. A. Bishop and Sons, 17, Speck's Fields, Mile
End New Town, E., is a unique preparation, the carbonate of
iron being formed by double decomposition when the granular
effervescent salt is dissolved in water. A perfectly clear solution
results, the ferrous carbonate being kept in solution by the dis-
solved carbonic acid gas, and it will remain for some time ex-
posed to the air without any perceptible change. It appears
therefore, that in this preparation we have a method of adminis-
tering pure unchanged carbonate of iron in a condition most suit-
able for immediate absorption.
The granulated sulphur compound is not an unpleasant mode of

taking sulphur and cream of tartar, in the proportions recom-
mended by Dr. Garrod.
The granular citrate of caffeine contains three grains of citrate

in each drachm. The salt dissolves perfectly in water, with brisk
effervescence. Dr. Little, of Dublin, has recommended its use as an
adjuvant vehicle for salicylate of sodium in cases of migraine.

A "READY" INHALER.
MR. ARTHUR H. RIDEAL, M.B., C.M. (Southborough), sends the
following description of a ready method of arranging what he
says is a most effective inhaler: Take an ordinary funnel, and in
it loosely pack some cotton wool. On this sprinkle the medica-
tion (ol. eucalypti., etc.), and then tie a piece of gauze or muslin
to keep the wool in position (see accompanying diagram). In-
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vert the funnel over some hot water contained in a breakfast cup,
or other vessel (according to the size of the funnel), and an in-
haler is obtained which is equal, as regards its utility, to the most
elaborate.

THB EDINBURGH BOTANICAL SocrETY.- At the first meeting
for the session, office-bearers for the ensuing session were elected.
Mr. R. Lindsay, the Curator of the Royal Botanic Garden, who was
re-elected President for the new session, gave his usual communi-'
cation on the temperature and vegetation at the Botanic Garden
during the four months from July to October. Communications
were also made by Dr. William Craig, Mr. John Wilson, and Mr.
James Terras.
DR. LItBAULT, whose name is well known as one who has de-

voted much time and energy to the scientific study of the pheno-
mena of hypnotism, is about to retire from practice. Dr. Li6bault
has devoted himself to the scientific aspects of the question with
so much singleness of purpose that he remains a poor man at the
end of an honourable career as a teacher and practitioner. His
pupils and admirers in this country and on the Continent propose
to present a testimonial to him. Subscriptions, which are limited
to two guineas, may be sent to Dr. Lloyd Tuckey, 14, Green Street,
London, W. The testimonial will probably take the form of an
album of portraits and a piece of plate.


